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Figure 1. Pretest and Posttest Scores for Financial Outcomes
INTRODUCTION
• Current social media content and political discourse exhibit an
alarming increase in polemic and hateful rhetoric.
• Concurrently, school-based hostility and bullying have
increased since the 2016 presidential election (Southern
Poverty Law Center, 2016), as well as 60% increase in anti-
Semitic incidents on college campuses (Anti-Defamation
League, 2017).
• Little is known about children’s socio-cognitive functioning
that may drive bullying behavior, but the adult political science
research on maladaptive conservative ideologies may clarify the
perspective of bullies.
• Right-Wing Authoritarianism (RWA; Altemeyer, 1981) is
marked by
• submission to strong authority figures
• aggression towards others that is approved by established
authority figures
• adherence to social conventions
• Some bullies may perceive their own victimization as a way to
justify vindictive harassment of others, suggesting this may
mediate bullying.
• If bullies utilize rationalizing cognitive strategies, referred to as
Moral Disengagement (MD; Bandura, 1999), this may
encourage the bullying behaviors.
• Therefore, the present study tested a moderated (moral
disengagement) mediation (perceptions of victimization)
model to examine how Right-Wing Authoritarianism predicted
self-reported bullying perpetration among 9th graders.
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METHODS
Participants and Procedures
• At a public Midwest high school, 261
ninth-grade students (148 males, 113
females) completed the survey using
Qualtrics.
• Students completed the following
measures in counter-balanced order:
• Bullying and Cyberbullying Scale for
Adolescents (BCS-A; 28 items; e.g.,
“Spread false rumors about a person
to hurt them or make others not like
them”) to assess perpetration (α =
.92) and victimization (α = .93)
(Thomas et al., 2019).
• Adapted (for 9th-graders) Altemeyer’s
(1981) Right-Wing Authoritarian Scale
(18 items; e.g.., “Our country will be
great if we do what the authorities tell
us to do and we ignore those who
disagree with authority”) to assess
one’s submission to authority figures,
conventionalism, and tendency to
engage in aggression endorsed by
authority figures (α = .86).
• Abbreviated Moral Disengagement Scale
(Bandura et al., 1996; MDS; 24 items;
e.g., “Kids who get mistreated usually
do things that deserve it”) to assess
one’s tendency to distance self from
immoral behavior (α = .90).
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Hypothesized Moderated Mediation Model. 
• Results indicate a significant moderated mediation (β = 0.14, 95% CI = [0.04, 0.22]).
• Greater MD increased the direct effect of  RWA on bullying behaviors.
• Greater MD increased the indirect effect of  RWA on bullying via increased 
perceptions of  victimization.
DISCUSSION
• Maladaptive right-wing ideologies are present among 9th-graders and may operate similarly to what has been described in the adult literature.
• The harmful effect of RWA on bullying may be partially explained by one’s perceptions of their own victimization.
• Maladaptive political ideologies seem to be most harmful when they are “mobilized” by cognitive strategies that rationalize abusive behavior.
• Due to the increasingly divisive and polarizing rhetoric in media, future research should continue to examine the influence of socio-cognitive attitudes,
such as RWA and MD, on children’s and adolescents’ harassing behavior.
• Further, individual differences and longitudinal trajectories in moral disengagement should be examined. For further information, please email 
Megan Donnelly at mdonne2@ilstu.edu
